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UM MATH DEPARTMENT RECEIVES LARGEST GIFT EVER
MISSOULA—
The math department at The University of Montana-Missoula received its largest single gift 
ever during the recently completed Capital Campaign.
The $500,000 endowment was donated by John and Martha Bryan of Lake Oswego, Ore., 
and Charles Bryan of Missoula, who was a UM math professor for 23 years. Charles and John 
Bryan are brothers, and the endowment will memorialize their parents, George and Dorothy Bryan.
Math Chair Gloria Hewitt called the gift “generosity beyond my wildest dreams.” She said 
basic areas like mathematics often don’t attract such large sums but still have the same needs as more 
visible departments.
“If fact, we have 3,500 students who take math classes each semester -  either to fulfill 
general education requirements or for a major,” Hewitt said. “Our needs are great because we have 
so much contact with students.”
She praised the Bryans’ forward thinking in wanting to help math education.
“We have always known that to be strong in any academic area, we must strengthen the 
base,” she said. “Our department is absolutely fortunate that someone recognizes that math is 
important.”
John Bryan is a retired executive of Georgia Gulf Corp., a chemical company he co-founded. 
Charles Bryan and his wife, Cynthia, now own Missoula’s Gillespie Realty. The brothers are 
graduates of Montana State University-Bozeman, and they have given a similar gift to the
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engineering department at MSU.
Charles Bryan said, “We wanted to put money back into the state and to continue, in our 
way, our parents’ tradition of helping kids go to college.”
He said his father, a Livingston clothing store owner, helped put several local students 
through college, with encouragement from his wife.
Hewitt said the UM gift will endow the Undergraduate Math Scholars Program, a unique 
program started in 1995 to give students active involvement in their own learning. Each student 
chosen for the program is paired w’ith a particular lower-division math course to work in partnership 
with the faculty member teaching the class, creating a mentoring relationship. She said the program 
helps math students and thus Montana, because many graduates find themselves working for 
Montana’s school districts.
“Any first-class treatment we can give our math students will benefit Montana,” Hewitt said. 
The Bryan gift also will enhance many other math department projects, such as scholarships, 
travel expenses for professional conferences, activities such as student math clubs, summer research 
projects not funded from other sources and certain graduate student enhancements.
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